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BEING DEFAMED, WE INTREAT. 


IN cheſe words are chilies, two circumſtances which, 
although: they in general appertain to every profeſſor. of 
Chriſtianity, yet demand in an eſpecial manner the atten- 
tion of the Miniſters of the Goſpel. The firſt reſpects 
what they. are to ſuffer the latter how they are to act. 


The e had 50 frequently M 6 Fr 
bleſſed Maſter, during his abode on earth, that all manner 
of evil ſhould be ſpoken againſt them falſely for his ſake ; 
but-whenever this ſhould happen, they were exhorted to 
rejoice, and were inſtructed (while looking forward to a 
glorious: reward hereafter) © to bleſs thoſe that perſecuted 
«them, and to pray for them that deſpitefully uſed them. 
St. Paul having fully proved, during his miniſtry, the truth 
of our Lord's prediction, took earneſt care ſtrictly to obey 
his precepts. He had planted a conſiderable Church at 
Corinth, but by reaſon of his abſence, the members of it, 
in the ſhort ſpace of two years, relapſed into great diſorders. 
Several corrupt teachers had ariſen amongſt them, who, by 
mixing een ſpeculations with the Chriſtian doc- 
| b | trines, | 
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trines, artfully miſled the people, and cauſed them to treat 
the character of St. Paul with contempt. In ſeveral parts 


of both his Epiſtles to the Corinthians he confutes the 
calumnies of his malicious opponents ; he aſſerts and vin- 
dicates his apoſtolical authority boldly, © in demonſtration 


« of the ſpirit and with power; warning his converts to 

take eſpecial heed not to be deceived by the evil ſuggeſtions 
of thoſe, whoſe minds were blinded by the god of this 
world. We have renounced (ſaid he) the hidden things 


* of diſhoneſty, not walking in craftineſs, but by mani- 
* feſtation of the Spirit commending ourſelves to every 


« man's conſcience in the fight of God *. An exa mple 
ſtudiouſly to be imitated by the Miniſters. of Jeſus in every 
age, and eſpecially at a time when there have ariſen ſo 
many, who, as the ſerpent beguiled Eve through his 


«« ſubtilty, would corrupt our minds in like manner from 
W "ny OA Which is in Chriſt,” 


No man, 1 imagine, can be inſenfible of the evi which, 
thioughy the ſecret wiles as well as more open attacks of 


the wicked, now hang over our heads; and it is our duty 


to take every opportunity of oppoſing their attempts. One 
(which has of late been crowned with ſome ſucceſs) is, the 


ſpreading of an opinion, that the Miniſters of the Goſ pel 
of Jeſus Chriſt are to be conſidered in the ſame light as 


the Miniſters of any other religion; as the mere ſupporters 
of an cſtabliſhment « of f which: muy re to be acne | 
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and "Ru are very little: concerned for the welfare of thoſe 
. to their ee 1 hit 


If dies are _ ties profeſiing PESO to be e Chirif. 
tians, have nevertheleſs adopted this ſentiment, of ſuch I | 
intreat the attention, not whilſt I refute the calumny, 
(fince that can only be done effectually by a review of our 
general conduct) but whilſt I advert to ſome circumſtances 
which may at firſt view be apparently of little conſequence, 
but which, as tending to leſſen the reſpectability of the 
miniſterial character, are, I apprehend, in [reality of very 

n mne 


1 ſome, perhaps, it may appear a little inconſiſtent 
with that ſpirit of meekneſs, which in almoſt every page 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt is enjoined his followers, that we 
ſhould ſtand forth the pleaders of our own cauſe, and the 
proclaimers of our own merits ; and we may be told that 
* others ſhould praiſe us, and not our own lips; for“ if 
« we honour ourſelves, our honour is nothing.” We 
confeſs the truth of the obſervation, as coming from the 
Fountain of all Truth, and whenever (as men) we think 
more highly of ourſelves than we-ought to think ; if, in- 
ſtead of being Shepherds of the flock, we lord it over 
God's heritage, we muſt expect (what indeed we ought to 
meet with) that abaſement which we are aſſured muſt 
finally attend thoſe who exalt themſelves. But if on one 
hand we are not to be the Miniſters of our own fame or 
| i b 2 fancies, 


- 


viii A SERMON PREACHED BEFORE 
fancies, ſo neither on the other are we to be the umd 
deſerters of the Chriſtian cauſe, through fear of cenſure 
from its enemies. Whilſt, as men, we are © in all low- 
lineſs of mind to eſteem others better than ourſelves,” we 
are bound towards the contemners of our miniſtry * to 
« giye place by ſubjection, no not for an hour ;” and 
when many worſe than the corrupt teachers of old, men- 
tioned by St. Paul, are labouring to turn away the minds 
of all men from the faith, and to remove far away the in- 
fluence and ſanctions of religion, we muſt never be aſhamed 


of © that authority which the Lord hath given us for 


« edification ;” but ſpeaking all things in truth, we are 
bound to magnify, not ourſelves, but our office. Now this 

we do conformably to the injunctions of Scripture, wùhen 
we exhort you to * account of us as Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and Stewards of the Myſteries of God; nor do we boaſt 
beyond our meaſure when we aſſert, that in theſe king- 5 


doms are many very faithful Stewards of the word, who 


by their zealous and prudent exertions abundantly ſhew that 
they take good heed unto the miniſtry which they have 
received in the Lord. They labour, and too often indeed 
ſuffer reproach, which, if it reſted with themſelves, might 
be made a ſource of happineſs ; but miſchief alas! is 
thereby derived on the community at large; ſince ſcarcely 
any thing can more effectually tend to baniſh from the 
minds of the great body of the people the influence of 
Chriſtianity, than the too general cuſtom of joining the 
| idea of its ſanctions, with that of an intention to deceive 
e | 35 : on 
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on the part of its miniſters ; as well as of holding forth 
the vices and frauds of Pagan ſuperſtition, as neceſſarily 
annexed to prieſts of every deſcription, and conſequently 
to the Miniſters of the Religion of Jeſus. Vet this has 
been done, and is {till doing, with all that artful malice, 
which beſt characterizes the agents of Satan; for it is 
done, not by means which might alarm the cautious, but 
: by methods which can ſcarcely excite apprehenſion, and 
in a manner adapted above all others to make the ſtrongeſt 
impreſſion on the uneducated mind, by the exhibition of 
profane and ludicrous prints, in almoſt all the ſireets of 
our city; the direct tendency of which is to lead the un- 
*} diſcerning multitude to imagine that the Religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt is a fit ſubject for mirth, and little elſe than a fable 
impoſed on the credulity and fears of man, and ſupported 
by the fraud or power of thoſe who are intereſted in its 
ſucceſs. 80 fully am I convinced that the accumulated 
load of evil which now threatens this nation, has i in a great 
' meaſure been produced by means of this particular ſpecies 
of ſeduction, that I cannot but call upon thoſe whom it 
more immediately concerns, to give it their moſt earneſt 
attention. 'The ſpotleſs minds of our children are thus 
defiled by images the moſt impure : the hopes and fears 


bol a future exiſtence are rendered of no force, and ſuch 


dangerous opinions thus inſenſibly infuſed into the minds 
of the lower orders of the people, as threaten the over- 
throw of all that is moſt dear to us. We intreat more- 
over thoſe who have proſtituted their abilities to ſuch: 

veetched 
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vretched purpoſes, as well as the publiſhers, and I will 
add preſervers alſo of immoral books, to conſider, for their 

own ſakes, that they ſtand in a very peculiar ſituation ; 
for as what they do or cauſe to be done will reach and affect 


f poſterity, it ts Me. for them to fin even in the me 


1 ſhould certainly make no remark on the perverh man- 


ner in which we are ſometimes treated, was it not manifeſt 
that Religion itſelf is attacked, and ſuffers in the perſon 
of its Miniſters. It is needleſs for me to deſeribe (what 
has been ſo often done by much abler men) in how un- 
| chriſtianlike a manner our words and actions are frequently 
miſrepreſented. If we are ſtrict in converſation, then are 
we frequently denominated hypocrites or moroſe : do we 


indulge in the ordinary freedoms of it, then are we deemed 


_ improperly licentious : if we aſſert the authority which 
we have received of Chriſt, in order to maintain peace and 
order in his Church, then are we deſcribed as aſſuming 
dominion over. the conſciences of our brethren: if we 


are mild and gentle, then are we termed indolent, and 
the neglecters of our duty: if we endeavour to preſerve 
that maintenance which has been ſettled on us, as Mi- 


niſters of the Goſpel, by the piety and munificence of I 
former ages and the laws of the land, are we not, let me 
aſk, too frequently cenſured, as covetous, contentious, and 
of rapacious minds? We know indeed that . being re- 
e viled we muſt bleſs, being defamed we mult intreat, 


« even if perſecuted we mult ſuffer it ;” and the example 
| T 
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of many who have had trials of this nature before us, will 
I truſt enable us, like them, to * look unto jeſus the 
<«. author and finiſher of our faith, to run with patience 
© the race which is ſet before us, and to continue your 
faithful «ſervants for Jeſus' ſaxe; but as ſuch we cannot 
but warn all thoſe of their danger, who repreſent the 
doctrines and inſtitutions of Chriſt as things which may be 
regarded wes indifference, with ridicule, or contempt. | 


If there are any who aſk, Abe the intereſts of religion 
can be affected by the weak and ſenſeleſs conduct of a few 
preſumptuous libertines; I would wiſh them to reflect, 
whether the ſeriouſneſs with which they may be convinced 
the ſacred writings ought to be regarded, is not frequently 
diminiſhed in their minds, by having heard ſome of its 
precepts connected with ideas trifling or profane. Should 
we ſpeak to them (for inſtance) of the dreadful ſentence 
which the Lord Jeſus himſelf has declared He ſhall one 
day pronounce againſt all impenitent ſinners in theſe awful 
words, * Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire, 
« prepared for the devil and his angels; how little, I fear, 
would it affect their minds, if they have heard men, whoſe 
character and abilities they may perhaps admire, ingeniouſly 
endeavour to prove that ſuch an evil ſpirit doth not exiſt ! 
What inducement can they have to reſiſt the temptations 
of Satan, if they have been taught by the ſubtle diſputers 
of this world, to regard the piſtiſhnierit to which he and ; 


„Matt. xxv. 41. 


his 
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his ſervants will be conſigned, as the offspring of ſuper- Y 
ſtition, and fit only to excite the terrors of the young and 
ignorant ? What effect moreover can our exhortations to 
virtue, can our diſſuaſives from vice, have upon your 
minds, if you are taught to believe that we ſtand forth the 
„ propheſiers of deceits, the preachers of ſmooth 
* things, for your amuſement only, or the hypocritical 
diſplayers of our own talents or fancies, regardleſs of the 
hour when your ſouls ſhall be required at our hands? When 
the multitude is taught to connect with the miniſtry of the 
Goſpel every groſs impurity which would have diſgraced 
the worſhip of Bacchus and of Baal, is it any wonder that 
the precepts of that Goſpel ſhould ceaſe to have the in- 
fluence they ought? And when we are regarded not as the 
Feeders of the Flock of Chriſt, but of ourſelves, is it to 
be expected that the ſheep ſhould hear our voice ? If ſuch 
a prejudice hath taken root in the minds of any, a. 
thoſe who watch for their ſouls, it is our duty, as well as 
their own, humbly to pray to God to remove it; and it is 
no leſs our duty to intreat him, that the enemies of our 
faith who have ſown the tares may be forgiven: but we 
wiſh them at the ſame time to remember, that any attempt 
to; degrade, either the places, perſons, or forms ſet apart 
for the miniſtration of religion, is an offence of a much 
more heinous nature, and of more dangerous tendency than 
perhaps their ſeducers have led them to imagine; for theſe 
are the expreſs n of Chriſt, when he ſent forth his 
| 1 Diſciples: ge 
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Diſciples: He that deſpiſeth-you” (that is; not as en, 


but as Miniſters of the Goſpel) „ deſpiſeth me, and he 


e that deſpiſeth ne, deſpiſeth him thut ſent me.” When 
cy of Amos this fearful 


we read moreover in the Prophe 


declaration of God againſt the contemners of his law; 
„ Bchold 1 will ſend a famine in the land, not a famine 


of bread nor a thirſt for water, but of hearing the word 


of the Lord;“ Is it either a weak or needleſs appre- 
henſion, leſt for the ſame ſins, the ſame evil ſhould come 
alſo upon r; leſt © the law which is 3 „ from 

_ m_ and counſel from the ancients 7 59.1 nn 
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That ve oh us may 1 W . of Chriſt's | 
body, it would be an high degree of arrogance to deny, 


but We know that « every man muſt bear his oyyn 


<<, burden: To i impute therefore the miſconduct of the 
fe to the mhle order; to accuſe all of handling the mon 
of God deceitfully, merely becauſe. ſome are not doers of 


the word they preach, is in no ſmall, degree a proof of a 


want of that Chriſtian. charity which rejoiceth not in 
« iniquity; but rejoiceth in the truth: By the impartial 
and unprejudiced, we ſhall ] truſt be found very unlike 
| thoſe to whom we are compared: Let them who place the 


ab Confacius examine f ſtrictly, and ſee if. there i is a 'fingle : 
branch of our office, but what is as truly, beneficial. to 
others as it 1s honourable in itſelf. fiat Powers do we 
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pretend to exerciſe but what are conducive to the happi 
neſs and well-being of mankind? To cultivate their minds 
and correct their manners to reclaim the wicked and 
comfort the ſeeble- minded to promote as much as in us 
lies peace, love, and univerſal righteouſneſs to pray to 
Bod for his people to "bleſs them in his name, and to 
dliſpenſe to them his ordinances for their fpiritual comfort 
and edification, are the peculiar duties of our ſtation: and 
let us aſk not only of the pious Chriſtian but of any ſerious. 
man, what is there in any of theſe things which can give 
offence ? Let it be obſerved alſo, that in the eſtabliſhed 
Church of England prieſtcraft is impoſſible { the word of 
God is, in this happy country, open to all. You are K 
horted to fearch the Scriptures for yourſelves—you are en- 
joined by no means to believe every ſpirit, but o tey 
«the ſpirits whether they be ef God,“ and «if any 
man preach any other Goſpel than that ye have re- 
«© ceived,” it is expreſdly declared that he muſt Rand 
accurſed. It is certainly then moſt evident that the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt's religion can be no deceivers; for they 
exhort all men, in the name and by the command'of their 
Maſter, to examine the purity of their do&rines by a rule 
which muſt neceſſarily detect every attempt to miſlead by. 
__ every man to judge for himſelf; that „ your faith. 
* ſhould not ſtand in the wiſdom of this world, bot z ir dard | 
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Ade Rtre we Uünot but lament, that the retired 41d 
unafuming Benefactors of mankind, however uſefully em- 
plboyed, are for the moſt part not only without due praiſe, 
(which they ſeek not indeed) but even without regard. 
The effect of their labours and exertivns, becauſe they 
catch not the eye of a buſy world, is too often by that 
world altogether denied; and their abundant utility, be- 
eauſe it comes not recommended by * the enticing words 
« of man's wiſdom,” is too much undervalued : they are 
conſoled however by the reflection, that © * it is 4 very 
* ſmall thing to be judged of man's judgement, aid that 
their Father who ſeeth in ſecret will reward them 
5 openly. What though the © bodily preſetice: be weak 
e and the ſpeech contemptible, the word 6f God which 
ye receive tendeth not leſs to your fanftification ant! re- 
demption, nor will it leſs effectually work in them that 
believe. If on the conttary we ſpeak * with the tongues 
angels,“ what ſhall it profit unleſs charity alſo have her 
perfect work, and“ the word ſpoken be mixed with 
«faith + in them that hear it?” He who is poſſeſſed of 
the greateſt excellencies has no cauſe for boaſting, ſinee he 
poſſeſſes nothing but what he received from God, and for 
the abuſe of which, if he dare to abuſe them, he muſt ff 
hereafter -be accountable. As for thoſe who may perhaps 
be diſtinguiſhed by defects, ſo they ſpring not from in- 
attention or neglect in the performance of their duty, they 
have this conſolation, that, whatever man may do, thie 
8 | a 1 Cor. iv; 3. AX OED. Iv. 2. + 
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Almighty, never expected more than he gave. Too many 
however are apt to forget that it is the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
which we are to regard, and not the method in which it. 


may be delivered. The Almighty i is no reſpecter of per- 
Fs and the eloquent i in his fight are no more than the 


af S * 


unto every man whatſoever. pleaſed him: the precepts of 


rude in ſpeech. He formed the mouth and hath given 


the Goſpel want not the eloquence of man to recommend 


them; plain, yet majeſtic, they will ever be the ſame; by 
whomſoever uttered. To all therefore who, ſeek amuſe- 
ment only in the miniſtry. of the word, to whom, in the 
expreſſive language of the prophet, the exhortation- of the 
preacher i is only * as the ſong of one that hath a pleaſant 
voice, and can play well on an inſtrument,” it will be 
uſeful to, recolle&, that the excellency of the labourer i is. 


not made manifeſt by. the excellency of ſpeech, but the 
44 « wiſe maſter builder is known is 0 main which 
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; degree, let their works teſtify : a cloud of witneſſes bave, 


in former times, born teſtimony to the faith, in oppoſition . 


daunted courage 


| ſealed it with their blood; and in our own days, we be- 
hold men of the moſt exalted talents ſtudiouſly. employed 
in the buſineſs of their great office, labouring to inſtruct. 


the Ignorant and convince; the . By their well 
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4 as the pious efforts of many among 
the Laity, (whom the Friends of Religion muſt ever 
eee 10 min gratitude and reſpect) a ſtop has in ſome 
degree been put in this kingdom to that torrent of in- 
fidelity which has of late inundated the reſt of Europe: 
to their zeal in an eſpecial manner it is owing, that the 
public mind has been called back to the conſideration of its 
real intereſts that they, whoſe example will always have 
a powerful influence on the great body of the people, have 
been induced to exert it for the preſervation of true piety, 
and. the promoting amongſt us that fear of God which, 
contrary to all other fear, giveth ſtrong confidence.” 
Wie have hope therefore that if not for our own, we may 
yet be eſteemed: for our Works ſake, and be regarded as 
uſeful by them at leaſt, who knowing and conſidering the 
nature of their Saviour's Kin gdom, are perſuaded — 15 
vo little: leaven leaveneth the whole ** 
n 0 WAIVE > 08 1 47 | | | | 
aſk; in Sal e as the temporal: reward of our 
Feen eee only, for thoſe whom we leave behind, 
when we ſhall have ceaſed from our labours ; and as it is 
uſual with ſome (in the ſpirit: of that defamation againſt: 
which e are taught to direct our intreaties) to repreſent the 
Clergy as an order of men abounding with the good things 
of life; it may not be improper to hint that the opinion 
ſo generally formed is a very erroneous one; for the few - 
amongſt us who are in eaſy: Hr . their. 
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Xvi A SERMON PREACHED BEFORE | 


ſufficiency as private perſons, excluſive of their public pro- 
feſſion, which can never therefore be juſtly: onal an 
unmerited affluence gained in it» I would therefore intreat 
you not to be led aſtray by aſſertions made without proof, 
nor. permit your bowels of oompaſſion to be ſhut towards 
thoſe who and in t need of your alſtance.: $1200 


FORE it | poſſible for PP hw s 8 ande cons "oo 
| exviling our temporal eſtate; to trace the whole courſe of 
our lives, they would probably ſee good reaſon to change 
their opinion. In this point as in others, we are not un- 
frequently miſrepreſented. In the firſt place, the regular 
cCourſe of our education, (live as frugally as we can) gteatly 
diminiſhes, if it does not wholly conſume. the little fortune 
which probably a careful and indulgent parent has with 
difficulty ſaved: add to this, that too frequently, from a 
deſire (perhaps not altogether blameable in a young man) f 


1 connecting himſelf with thoſe who may be uſeful to 


him in more advanced life, he launches out into expences 
far beyond what prudence allows, and becomes therefore 
in the outſet of life ſurrounded with difficulties. You will 
tay perhaps that this is the effect of his own: folly, and 
that he ſhould have well weighed the conſequences of ſuch 
ill-judged profuſion. Alas l you do not reflect that you 
are conſidering what men ougbt to be; I am only deſcribing 


what they are, in order to guard others againſt ſimilar 


errors for the future, and to induce you to alleviate evils 
which E cannot prevent! After a few years, he enters 
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upon the duties of his profeſſion; and frequently acquireg 
bot little more in it, through the whole courſe of his life, 
than would have ariſen from the intereſt of the wal! 
Püatrimeny expended on his education. His circum- N 
ſtandes as well as his duty oblige him to retirement: they 1 
of the ſame years with himſelf, in other profeſſions, meet 
with various pleaſures in the courſe of their connections 
with the world, which to the young Clergyman (of the 
rank I am deſcribing) muſt be utterly unknown. His: 
reſources are but very few, though, it muſt. be confeſſed, 
of a ſuperior kind: he can only ſeek them in the animating. 
hope of a glorious reward. hereafter, for the faithful diſ- 
charge of his duty, and in the comforts of domeſtic life, 
while he ſojourns here. But who knows not that with 
domeſtic comforts come alſo domeſtic cares? The ſcanty. 
pittance, ſcarce enough for one, becomes, when divided, 
ſmall indeed. Suppoſing however that during our life- 
time we are enabled to provide for ourſelves and families, 
with tolerable comfort, I. will even ſay with much con- 
venience, ſtill the evil is but deferred; for when the head 
of the family is not permitted to be any longer ſteward, 
who muſt take care for thoſe, he leaves behind? The 
change is ſudden—a moment turns the competence of the. 
widow: to penury: by being educated ſomewhat above the 
common line of life, his children © cannot dig, and to beg 
| they are aſhamed; the barrel of meal ſoon begins to. waſte, 
and the cruſe of oil to fail; but ! forbear, —for. I would 
apply to your- rende rather than your feelings: I. 
would 
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would perſuade you, that they who have ſeen 
are in an eſpecial manner entitled to your co 
they are doubly ſenſible of their pfeſent 


wiſh you "9 while you have time, to · do Oc unto all men, 
% and eſpecially unto thoſe who are OI. of. 
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